Term Paper: Topic 2

(Archaeology: The Iceman Murder Mystery)


In 1992 two hikers discovered a well-preserved body frozen in ice in the Ötztal Alps (on the border between Austria and Italy) and they notified the local police.  During the course of the subsequent investigation it was determined that these were not the remains of a modern hiker, but instead they were the remains of an individual who lived more than 5000 years ago.  This discovery was important since well-preserved remains from individuals dating to so long ago in this area of the world are extremely rare.  As a result, dozens of scientists have traveled to the museum that now holds the Iceman's remains.  Otzi, as he is now called, has become one of the world’s most intensely studied individuals.  Hundreds of scientific (as well as popular) articles have been written about him.  


The film, The Iceman Murder Mystery was produced by NOVA in 2012.  The film tells of the discovery of "the Iceman" and the results of a series of different studies on his remains.  Nevertheless, there are many other studies that are not mentioned in the movie and even more studies have been conducted and published since the film was completed.  The goal of this paper is to help the producers of this film update and expand the film to include other research results.

Begin by watching the movie The Iceman Murder Mystery (view the film on line, on Amazon prime, itunes, on Blackboard, etc.) to understand the background of this important archaeological find.  There are a lot of documentaries and other films with similar titles so be sure you are watching the correct film.  (It is by NOVA and was produced in 2012).  Be sure to take detailed notes while watching the film.  It will be best if you can stop and start the film as you are taking notes. 
 


Having learned about the history Otzi research (pre-2012) by watching the film, by watching the film, the next step is to explore the more recent research that has been published in academic journals since the film was completed.  Focusing on five different academic articles that describe the results of at least three different research projects, discuss how the film conclusions now need to be updated.  Please note general or popular source articles will not be accepted for this paper. 
I suggest your paper take the following form:

1) An introduction paragraph which contains a thesis statement as well as a summary of the main points to be presented in the paper.

2) A background section, one or two pages long that provides details of the movie and information on the discoveries.  (The background section of the paper is to help you practice writing summaries of non-written information, thus careful note taking will be critical.  This section should not be just a bunch of sentences taken from the film, but instead a well written summary.)
3) A three to four-page discussion of at least three different new discoveries concerning the Ice Man based on five (or more) different published scientific (scholarly) sources. (This section of paper is to help you learn how to extract information from written sources and how to correctly cite those sources.  Please note that you will need to provide full references to the scientific [primary] articles that you use and that popular [secondary] information sources will not be accepted.  The differences between primary and secondary source are explored in the first optional writing assignment.  If you do not understand the difference you will need to return to this assignment.

4) A one-page discussion and conclusion discussing how our knowledge of the ice man has progressed since the time of his discovery.

5) A complete bibliography of the academic sources you have used in writing the paper. These should follow proper formatting i.e. MLA, APA, or Chicago/AAA.
(Note: This is to be an individual research paper based on independent student research. If the same five articles are used in two different students' papers, we may return to papers two both students and require that additional, non-overlapping articles, be used.  Students who are asked to rewrite their papers based on new sources will receive an incomplete until their papers are updated.)

SEE PAPER WRITING GUIDE (ON BLACKBOARD) FOR DETAILS ON HOW THE TERM PAPER IS TO FORMATED, EXACT LENGTH, CITATION STYLES AND MANY ADDITIONAL DETAILS
This study guide is to help you take notes while watching the film The Iceman Murder Mystery.  The guide is to help you think about the movie.  Do not take the answers to these questions and simply run them together to represent the first part of your paper. The first part of the paper needs to be a carefully crafted summary based on your note, not just a redaction of your notes)
How did the Iceman's body survive the rigors of being under an ice sheet, and what were the effects on the body of this long refrigeration?

How is the absolute date of Otzi determined?  What were European civilizations like at that time?  What crops were being grown and what animals had been domestication at that time?
The film makers describe the study as “dangerous”:  What are some of the ricks involved in the study?

During this course, we have talked a great deal about the shifts from Bands, Tribes, Chiefdoms and States.  Where along this continuum were the people of European at the time of Otzi death.  What evidence is presented in the film to support this classification?
What does the exposure of Iceman have to say about the present climate versus that of the last 5,000 years?
What artifacts and clothing were found with Iceman, and what were their uses.
What is the most plausible scenario to explain the Iceman's death and the fact that his body was well preserved and not consumed by predators?  

A professor once told me, that "archaeology is not about finding things, it is about thinking about the things you find.”   Think about several of the objects found with Otzi.  How do those recovered objects change our understanding of the European past?
The film ends by describing a series of results from studies of Otzi DNA. What are some of those results?  It is important to note these results, since the one of the goals of paper is to describe research results that are not described in the film.
What are some terms or concepts discussed in the film that were also discussed in the course, ANTH100?
� Early in your essay you can state that the information presented in the first part of the paper has been taken from the film: The Iceman Murder Mystery (NOVA 2012).  After that you do not have to worry about formally citing the film.  (You can simply call it "the film"). However, If you cite information taken directly from the film you should put those words in parentheses ("     "), as it is now considered a direct quote. 








